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system : the characteristic example of hierarchical barter is the Vatican's acceptance of a delimiting of the episcopal sees in accordance with the new state frontiers, which put an end to the ecclesiastical influence of Hungarian bishops on Czechoslovak citizens in exchange for an interpretation of the Czechoslovak land reform favourable to the Church. The papal blessings on Austro-Catholic fascism x are probably amongst those things the Church would prefer to have forgotten, and they were given to a system established before the Church took responsibility for it. It would be quite unreasonable to expect the Roman Church to run the risk of a Bolshevist form of disestablishment as the eventual outcome of a failure to restore the Hapsburgs, for which they had taken official responsibility, even if it could avoid such risks only by accepting another, but more convenient, form of disestablishment.
Thus the forces that were unable to preserve the past, could not and cannot restore it. But as the common past has created quite a number of common interests, the question remains whether these interests will be able to force a certain degree of cooperation upon whatever political system rules in these countries, once the link between economic intercourse and political oppression has been broken. The answer to this question differs as regards the economic and the political interests formerly linking the Danubian peoples. Economic intercourse cannot be abolished, although a system of sovereign national states is likely to undermine it by furthering autarky in place of the former mutual dependence, and in the Danubian States has done so. Political needs, in matters of defence, may turn into their very opposite, once states defence against which formed a purpose of the former union are regarded, by part of the Successor states, as co-nationals, as protectors of their internal order, and even as prospective helpers in revising an unsatisfactory settlement. The existence of strong minorities in each of the new states, co-national with the leading nationality of other Successor states, might work as an argument in favour of cooperation in order to ease the position of these minorities as well as to avoid international friction. But unless a satisfactory solution of these problems is achieved, the existence of the minorities, with claims that one part of the prospective community will regard as just and another part as indefensible, might create new barriers. It might transform what was before a somewhat
1 See above, p. 290.